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BRIGADIER GENERAL JAMES B. THAYER  

OREGON MILITARY MUSEUM  

15300 SE Minuteman Way È Camp Withycombe 
Clackamas, Oregon 97015 

Phone (503)683-5359 È Fax (503)683-4913 È DSN 355-5359 
www.oregonmilitarymuseum.org 

                                       

Museum Report for 2013 
What a wonderful year this has been for the Museum, with many projects moving forward.  We thank you for 

your support, guidance, and interest!  We are very grateful to all who have assisted us as we transform the 

Museum, and work toward reopening.  Together we have accomplished so many amazing things!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
There are so many folks associated with the Museum, we want to acknowledge them here: 

Museum Staff:  

Á Kathleen Daly, Museum Technician, full time contractor, serves as a member-at-large to the Oregon 

Museum Associationôs Board of Directors, and Treasurer for the Registrars Committee - Western Region, 

American Alliance of Museums. 

Á Lou Miller III, part-time intern, Portland State University student. 

Á Tracy Thoennes, Curator, full time non-dual status technician. 

Á Oregon National Guard Museum Detachment:  CW2 Robert Ryan, Officer in Charge; SPC Bob Frasco. 

Á A total of 2,022 volunteer hours were donated in 2013!   
ü This equates to a donation of $44,767 for in-kind services provided at this yearôs philanthropic 

hourly rate of $22.14 per hour.   

ü To our volunteer corps, we send hearty and sincere thanks to each person!  We are so very 

fortunate to have this fabulous and dedicated group of people!  Our four top volunteers (based on 

hours):  Phil Richart, Mark Stevens, Art May, and Bob Wiltrout.  Our thanks also go to Warren 

Aney, Dale Billups, Steve Dick, Vicki Fisher, Steve Greenberg, Mike Guarino, Bob Haskell, Randy 

McPherson, Lou Miller, John Rasmussen, Ricky Rozzell, Robert Ryan, Mitch Ryder, Rocky 

Schoenrock, Cal Smith, Gary Taylor, Brian and Diane Ward, and the members of the Pacific 

Northwest Historical Group (PNWHG).  

Associated Museum Project Personnel: 

Á Kris Mitchell, Cultural Resource Manager, Oregon Military Department, Installations Branch. 

Á Donald J. Stastny, award-winning architect and planner.  Don is a Fellow of the American Institute of 

Architects, the American Institute of Certified Planners, and the Canadian Institute of Planners. 

Á Gary Van Drew, Senior Project Manager, Oregon Military Department, Installations Branch. 

 

Historical Outreach Foundation (HOF) Staff: 

Á Alisha Hamel, Executive Director  

Á Sarah Holcomb, Assistant to the Executive Director 

Á David Warden, Development Director 
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HOF Board of Directors: 

Á Brigadier General Raymond C. Byrne, Jr. (Retired), President  

Á Colonel Mark L. Rathburn, Vice-President 

Á Bob Tom, Tribal Elder, Vice-President 

Á Colonel Donald Bond (Retired), Treasurer 

Á Larry McClure, Ph.D., Education Committee Chair 

Á Jim Thayer, Jr., Capital Campaign Committee Chair 

Á Zach Davidson 

Á Julius Dalzell 

Á Tom Milligan 

Á Richard Botteri 

Capital Campaign Committee Leadership:  

Á James B. Thayer, Jr., Chair 

Á Victor G. Atiyeh, Honorary Chair, Governor of 

Oregon (1979-1987) 

Á Theodore R. Kulongoski, Honorary Chair, Governor of Oregon (2003-2011) 

Á Colonel Donald Bond (Retired) 

Á Terry W. Emmert, Founder and President, Emmert International 

Á Jim Linkous, Regional Vice-President & General Manager, ViaWest, Inc.  

Á Amy Maxwell, Patrick Lamb Productions, LLC 

Á Craig Roberts, Clackamas County Sheriff 

Á Martha Schrader, Clackamas County Commissioner 

Á John Thayer, President, J. Thayer Company 

Á Mike Thayer, Proprietor, Peteôs Mountain Vineyard & Winery 

Á Tommy Thayer, Lead Guitarist, KISS rock band 

Campaign Advisors: 

Á Major General Dan Hokanson, The Adjutant General, Oregon 

Á Brigadier General James B. Thayer, Sr. (Retired, ORSDF), 

Civilian Aid to the  Secretary of the Army (Emeritus) 

Á Major General Raymond F. Rees, The Adjutant General, 

Oregon (Retired) 

Á Brigadier General Raymond C. Byrne (Retired) 

Á Major General Daniel B. OôHollaren (Retired) 

Á Colonel David Ferre (Retired), Deputy Director of the Oregon Military Department 

 

About the Historical Outreach Foundation and the Capital Campaign: 

Á The Historical Outreach Foundation (HOF) is the non-profit organization that drives the funding for the 

new Brigadier General James B. Thayer Oregon Military Museum and provides educational outreach 

programs.  The HOF is committed to bringing history to life for school age students and throughout our 

communities.  

Á The mission of the Historical Outreach Foundation is to provide a comprehensive educational resource for 

preserving, sharing and honoring our rich military history.  Through cooperative efforts and community 

partnerships, the HOF offers a variety of interactive, instructional opportunities to inspire and enlighten. 

Á In 2013, $400,000 in private funds were raised, $100,000 of which is in-kind from Emmert International. 

Á Nine grant request submissions were made; five were funded, and three more are pending.  We gratefully 

acknowledge awards from:  City of Happy Valley, Kinsman Foundation, Mt. Hood Territory Tourism and 

Cultural Affairs, North Clackamas County Chamber of Commerce, and Oregon Parks and Recreation Dept.  

Á A new Museum membership opportunity  has been created to benefit the Museum through the Historical 

Outreach Foundation. 

Á For more information about HOF, please visit the web at www.historicaloutreach.com or call 503-683-6161. 

Our sincere and heartfelt thanks go to the Foundation, Capital Campaign Leadership, Advisors, and the 

many generous donors and sponsors who have contributed to the Campaign! 

Museum Site Plan Project Areas 

http://www.historicaloutreach.com/
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Major Museum Projects and Facilities Improvements of 2013:  

Á Since January, Museum planning and design has been led by Oregon Military Department Senior Project 

Manager Gary Van Drew and design architect Don Stastny, who have developed outstanding site options 

and impressive design concepts for the future Museum.   

Á While design development is still on-going, this wonderful video was created in the early stages of design to 

share the Museum concepts and plans:   

http://vimeo.com/72081857 

Á Project Manager Gary Van Drew has been 

very busy developing the projects and packages for 

the construction and services that will create the 

future Museum.  In September, solicitations for 

proposals were sent out for an Architectural and 

Engineering (A/E) firm and a Construction 

Management/General Contractor (CM/GC).  After 

developing critical documents, and conducting many 

planning meetings, proposal evaluations, and 

interviews, awards of contracts were made to THA 

Architecture, Inc. and Precision Construction.   

Á Relationships are being built and numerous 

walk-throughs have been conducted with architects, 

construction project managers, mechanical engineers, electricians, plumbers, and fire suppression 

specialists. 

Á Ď The Park area of the Museum has also seen significant changes.  Buildings 6102, 6105 and 6106, located 

adjacent to the Museum parking lot in the future Museum Park area, were abated for hazardous materials, 

removed from Camp Withycombe by Emmert International through a very generous in-kind donation, and 

their foundations and parking lot asphalt removed.  To complete the early demolition phase, contracts were 

awarded to Konell Construction & Demolition 

Corp., AMEC Engineers, and Northwest 

Environmental.  

Á Ē One of the old buildings in the Park area is 

being saved.  Building 6100 (the old 

classroom) is being carefully de-constructed 

and relocated near the Battery A Barn in the 

Museum Park area.  Though substantially 

modified over time, the building will be 

returned to its original form as the 

ñQuartermaster Storehouse,ò and will be used 

as an interpretive exhibit.   This circa 

1909 or 1910 building is most likely the 

first building constructed here at Camp 

Withycombe, as part of the Oregon 

National Guardôs establishment of its 

first permanent training site.  Originally, 

the area was known as the Clackamas 

http://vimeo.com/72081857
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Rifle Range and encompassed 100 acres.  The first summer encampment to be held here was in July of 

1909, and was called Camp Benson.  Through the years, Camp Withycombe grew to just over 250 acres at 

its largest, and included one of the finest 1,000-yard rifle ranges on the West 

Coast.   

Á Thanks to a grant from the Kinsman Foundation, the Museumôs World War 

II Quonset hut was also abated of hazardous materials this year.  Č 

Á In addition to assisting with Museum design, space use planning, floor plan 

development, and building maintenance issues, the museum staff focused the 

first half of the year on reorganizing assets, and actually unpacking.   More 

than 4,000 square feet of Collections Storage areas were established, 

ultraviolet filters installed on all light fixtures, and shelving and storage 

cabinets set up.  Approximately 47.7% of the artifact collection has been 

unpacked (out of a total of more than 14,000 objects), archivally stored, and 

all databases updated with each objectôs new location.  This equates to approximately 70 pallets of the total 

of 170 pallets, and mountains of packing material. Our sincere thanks to all the volunteers who aided the 

staff in this massive undertaking.  Ď 

 

Á Over the course of a few days, the North American F-86 Sabre Jet was further 

disassembled and moved to indoor storage.  Sincere thanks to Chief Master Sergeant 

John ñRazzò Rasmussen, Bob Haskell, Cal Smith and all of the many others who 

participated in safeguarding and securing the aircraft indoors.Ē 
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Á This year also saw the establishment of a Military Museum Support Council, and our thanks go to its 

members for their support, participation, and time at yet more meetings about the Museum.   

Á Additionally, many hours have been spent in drafting and updating the Oregon National Guard Museum 

Regulation and memorandums of understanding for supporting auxiliary organizations. 

Á Our thanks also to the great State Shop staff, for their quick responses to our facility maintenance issues! 

 

Below are the Inductees into the 2013 Oregon Military Museum Hall of Valor : 

(This yearôs Recipients were from the Korean War Era.)   

Ù LOREN R. KAUFMAN, recipient of THE CO NGRESSIONAL MEDAL OF HONOR.  

Loren Kaufman served with Company G, 9th Infantry Regiment, 2nd Infantry Division 

during the Korean War.  On September 4-5, 1950, Kaufman distinguished himself by 

gallantry and intrepidity above and beyond the call of duty at Yongsan, Korea.  While 

trying to reinforce Company G, his platoon was attacked by an enemy battalion.  Kaufman 

engaged the enemy repeatedly in hand-to-hand combat, and with rifle and grenade assaults. 

His first quick attack surprised the enemy and they retreated.  In subsequent attacks while 

his Company was pinned down, he charged the enemy line without hesitation.  Following 

this, he led another assault, destroying a machine gun position.  Then, pursuing the hostile 

troops, he bayoneted two more, and rushed a mortar position, shooting the gunners.  When 

the enemy fled, Kaufman led a patrol into the nearby town and dispersed them. Kaufman was subsequently 

killed in action on February 10, 1951, before being awarded this Medal of Honor. 

Ù MINEO INUZUKA, recipi ent of THE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS. 

Mineo Inuzuka was recognized for his heroic actions of May 27, 1951 near Chango-ri, 

Korea, while serving with Company F, 17th Infantry Regiment, 7th Infantry Division.  

Within six hundred yards of the objective and under intense enemy automatic weapons fire, 

Inuzuka moved forward alone, located the camouflaged positions of enemy machine-gun 

emplacements, and adjusted mortar fire on them.  Then disregarding his own safety, 

Inuzuka moved among his platoon members to point out individual routes of attack, 

successfully inspiring a spontaneous assault that secured the objective.  Inuzuka served in 

World War II, the Korean War, and Vietnam.  He originally entered service in the U.S. Army on June 21, 1944, 

while being held as a Japanese-American internee at Idahoôs Minidoka Relocation Camp.  

Ù HERBERT B. POWELL, recipient of THE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS.  

Herbert Powell was the Commander of the 17th Infantry Regimental Combat 

Team, 7th Infantry Division, the only U.S. unit to reach the Yalu River on 

Chinaôs border during the Korean War.  Colonel Powell distinguished himself 

by his extraordinary heroism in action while near Pung-san, Korea, from 

November 1-21, 1950.  Powell fearlessly and repeatedly went forward in the 

face of devastating hostile fire, repulsed a major attack, and directed the fire 

that dislodged the enemy.  Later, while suffering a severe leg injury, he 

continued close personal liaison with forward echelons.  He fearlessly traveled hundreds of miles in rugged 

terrain despite enemy sniper fire, and successfully directed the patrolling and reorganization needed for the 

major attack across the Ungi River.  

Ù KENNETH L. REUSSER, recipient of THE NAVY CROSS. 

Kenneth L. Reusser was the first Korean War Marine Aviator decorated for gallantry.  He 

served with Marine Fighter Squadron VMF-214, known as the ñBlack Sheepò Squadron, 

attached to the USS Sicily.  On August 5, 1950, Reusser led four Vought F4U Corsairs on a 

low level attack in the Inchon Area.  Sustaining heavy damage, he returned to the ship for 

repairs and rearmament.  Despite more heavy ground fire, he made his way back, destroying 

an oil storage facility.  With only his 20mm gun left, Reusser then successfully exploded a 

camouflaged oil tanker, almost blowing himself out of the air.  Reusser flew a total of 253 

combat missions in World War II, the Korean War, and the Vietnam War, earning 56 medals, 

including the Navy Cross with one Gold Star and the Purple Heart with three Gold Stars.  He is said to be the 

only aviator to survive being shot down in all three warsðfive times in all. 
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Other Items of Note: 

Á By the end of January 2013, the year-long HVAC renovation 

project for the Museum building was completed, and staff 

received training on the nine new systems.  The year has been 

filled with refining operational issues and troubleshooting.  

We continue our work to maintain museum standards of 

environmental control of temperature and relative humidity in 

sensitive object areas, by monitoring and recording findings 

with data loggers, and working with HVAC experts.  We also 

continue to wrangle with both humidifiers and dehumidifiers 

to try to keep our artifacts within a non-fluctuating climate. 

Á In June, Camp Withycombeôs street address name changed from Industrial Way to Minuteman Way.  All 

promotional materials, publications, and contacts were updated to reflect the change.  

Á The Museum was honored to host a three-day meeting for National Guard Bureau's (NGB) Public Affairs 

Historical Services.  NGB was investigating best practices in National Guard Museums, with a goal of 

creating guidance for the NG Museum community at large and help in updating future regulations.  In 

reviewing the country's larger Guard Museums to interview, they chose Oregon.  Our sincere thanks for the 

time given by personnel from U.S. Property and Fiscal Office, Installations Department, Judge Advocate 

General, and the Historical Outreach Foundation.  

Á The Military Vehicle Preservation Association inducted the Museum's 1918 Model B Liberty Truck into its 

Hall of Fame.  Congratulations to the Museum restoration crew on this national-level recognition of 

your fine work and craftsmanship!   

Á New signage on the post and Museum grounds helps identify the Museum 5.9 acre area. Ď 

Á The government shutdown, unpaid furloughs, and sequestration of 

2013 affected several members of the Museum team. 

Á We resolved a number of physical security, safety, and fire 

inspections issues, and were able to upgrade our security systems, 

thanks to the Electronic Security System (ESS) office.   

Á In addition to meeting the requirements for quarterly weapons 

inventories, accountable object inventories were completed for the 

Battery A Barn, Compound E, Building 6520 (Shop), and Drill Floor.  

All databases were updated to reflect these inventories as well.  

Á Kathleen Daly does a great job as our Environmental Point of Contact 

(EPOC), and the staff and volunteers have completed all necessary 

HazMat, health and safety training.  The Museum once again had zero findings during this yearôs IPAS 

environmental inspections. 

Á Our weekly pest monitoring and monthly pest control program continues, thanks to the fine job by our 

intern Lou Miller.  

Á Acknowledgement and thanks go to the Oregon National Guard Association for the donation of a custom-

made podium to the Museum, in commemoration of Major General Raymond Rees' retirement from the 

Adjutant General of Oregon.  Architect Don Stastny did an outstanding job designing it and choosing the 

finishes and materials, such as native Oregon White Oak and acid etched copper.  It is a beautiful and yet 

functional addition to our Learning Center.   

Á We are saddened to report the passing of several of our long-time volunteers, both from the past and the 

present.  Tail winds, dear friends:  Owen ñCurlyò Gotchall, Merle Gilb, and Ralph Mesick. 
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Restoration Shop and Museum Detachment: 

Á Our sincere thanks to all the effort put into the routine maintenance, and event preparation and event 

participation completed by our volunteer restoration crew and Museum Detachment.   

Á The Museumôs Compound (outdoor storage) was 

cleaned of excess items, and completely relocated 

and reorganized to use approximately half of the 

original square footage.  We now have covered 

storage for the majority of items awaiting 

restoration.  At right, the remains of a Japanese Ha-

Go Type 95 tank are being moved. Č It is one of 

two tanks that were 

used for target practice 

and salvaged from Naval Air Station Fallon, Nevada.  The Ha-Go is the type 

of Japanese tank defeated by the 41
st
 Infantry Division during the Battle of 

Biak.  The second Ha-Go has been completely restored and is proudly 

displayed in front of the 41
st
 Infantry Division Armed Reserve Center here at 

Camp Withycombe beside our Sherman Tank. 

Á ċ Restoration is 95% complete on the circa 1945 M45 quad .50 caliber 

anti-aircraft gun mount and M20 trailer.  These ñQuad-50sò saw heavy use 

from World War II though the Vietnam War.  

Á Restoration of our Japanese Type 96 150mm howitzer is currently 

underway, and the guys were very happy to report they finally freed the breech, only to find critter housing 

debris inside. Ď 

By the Numbers: 

Á We participated in a total of 24 community, in-house, and National Guard major events. 

Á 39 VIP behind-the-scenes tours were given at the Museum. 

Á 176 research requests have come from on-site visitors, phone calls, mail and email, fielded by staff and 

volunteers. More than 350 emails alone were generated relating to research requests. 

Á Even with a moratorium in place on new donations for part of the year, due to the construction dust, debris, 

and security concerns, a total of 33 artifact donations were accepted, with 180 objects catalogued to date. 

(More cataloguing is needed, but time constraints have caused a backlog to form.) 

Á 209 new library books were added into the database, and have been palletized for storage and relocations 

during the next round construction.  Additional donations await 

processing.  

Collections Totals as of December 31, 2013:  

Á 14,439 catalogued library books, manuals and periodicals records.  With 

another 14,000 [+/-] awaiting processing. 

Á 14,415 catalogued objects records, with 1,000 [+/-] objects awaiting 

processing from inherited backlog. 

Á 10,494 title headings on file folders in our Archives database.  

Á 6,600 artifacts have been unpacked and/or are now accessible.   

Á 1,584 contacts records of donors and volunteers. 

Á 352 loan records of incoming and outgoing loans.    

These recently unpacked objects will help 
tell �2�U�H�J�R�Q�¶�V���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���V�W�R�U�\ from the Lewis 
and Clark Expedition �W�R���W�R�G�D�\�¶�V���*�O�R�E�D�O��
War on Terrorism. 


