First and foremost, a huge thank you for all the support and interest in the
Brigadier General James B. ThayeiOregon Military Museum!
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Many wonderfulproceedigsoccurred this month:

A

A

The $6.5M Capital Campaighkickoff dinner and auctiofiAll Star Saluteto the
Oregon Mil it ar yysuceeastubceasian.r Helohat thel @reg&olf
Clubin West Linnon May 18 the event netted $350,008incere and deep
appreciation goes out to all those who mtmbeeventa huge succesOregonian
reporter Mi ke Fr &lhstoryand knkswoenars phiotes h a s
http://blog.oregonlive.com/oregonatwar/2012/05¢48lr_salute to_the oregon.htmy
At the event,liree very special Oregoniabscame the firahducteesinto the new
Oregon MilitaryMuseumHall of Valor. Thi s y e ar wese ali fimro theoWoddh\Wasll era:

i L eonard DeWitt, recipient of the Distinguished Service Cross
Leonard DeWitt servediith Company I, 162nd Infantdigegiment U.S.Army. OnJuly 28,
1943 a large unit of Japanese attacked his. usgrgeanDeWitt volunteered to take
ammunition and supplies tesiegedoldiers Discoveringthem woundedhe helped
evacuate thepand took over holding tir position using every rifle, submachine gun and
grenade he could find until he ran out of ammunitido.avoid an incomingrgnadehe
rolled into a ravine that was occupied by thapanese soldierand fought his way back out
in handto-hand combat, even usithgs helmetas a weapanFrom the top, thenthrew his
helmetdowninto the ravine The Japanesnit apparenthjthought this might be a satchel
charge and fledDeWitt's actions, personal braveand zealous devotion to duty exemplify
highestmilitary traditions ofthe United States and reflect great credit upon himselfjriis
and the United States Army.

i Erling E. Jacobsen recipient of the Navy Cross.

Erling Jacobsen was honored for his extraordinary herorspril 7, 1945 while piloting a
CurtissSB2C Heltiver ofBombing Squadron VBOfrom theU.S.S. htrepid(CV-11),in
operations against Japanese forces in the East Chind.i8agenantJunior Gradelacobsen,
in adverse weather andftime face of intense araircraft fire,boldly pressed home a
determined attack aime Japanese battleshffamatq scoring adirect hit and contributing
materially to its sinking.His courageous airmanship, great personal yalut zealous
devotion to duty upbld the highest traditions of the United States Navy.

i Robert D. Maxwell, recipient of the Congressional Medal of Hoar.
ABobo Maxwel |thepnaasidans of Sicpyaltaly and Francerhere he earned
two Silver Stars, two Purple Hearts, and a Bronze 3faxwell, aU.S. ArmyTechnician
Fifth Grade serving ithe 7th Infantry, 8 Infantry Division wasseverely wounded when he
threw himself on a Germdrand grenade, saving the lives of three members of hisomnit
Septembe?, 1944, near Besancon, Frand¢e was awarded the Congressional Medal of
Honorfor his ficonspicuous gallantry and intrepidityregk of life above and beyond the call
of duty. @ob is theonly living Congressional Medal of Honor recipient in Oregon



http://www.oregonmilitarymuseum.org/
http://blog.oregonlive.com/oregonatwar/2012/05/all-star_salute_to_the_oregon.html

A Additionalevents kept usery busythis month:

¢ On May 10, we participateid theOr e g o n S tFautthnnBaa r k s 0
Historic Preservation MontRair, on the grounds dhe State Capitol.

On May 17, we
displayed the World =
War Il M20 Armored & ¢
Car as partof the | &
Or egon Nat i Armed Forc&Waytad @
the State Capitol Longtime volunteer Phil Fegr
Richart enjoyed the visit froBBuzzy, the
Prepardness Begfrom the OregorOffice of
Emergency Manageme(®EM). C

May 19 was the 6™ Annual Living History Day
at Camp Withycomheco-sponsored by the
Military Vehicle Collectors Club of Oregon. The
weather ceoperated splendidly for the audience
of about 500, whenjoyedapproximately 30
military vehicles on displayD




A On May 4,our nineteen newrtifactstoragecabinets arrived (The curator acted a bit like a kid on
Christmas morning.) @ dedicated volunteer corps and the stgtieezed them onto the Drill Floaiter
much rearrangingThese represent a new and great day foOdegon Military Museumwith proper and
professional artifact storage now possible wharovations areompleteand unpacking can bedih

A We have been able to begin to set up the Classroom and Learning Center for use again. Our thanks to M
Stevens for shampooing the rygsultiple times)andto all the volunteers who helped move the furnisking
back in.

A Defense Logistics Agency (DLA)ocument Services (former@APS) has relocated on Camp
Withycombe and is no longer a tenant in the Museum building. This has opened up approximately 3,000
square feet of space not in the renovatimnk zone We thoroughly cleaned the area, and filtadith
assets moved out o HAC work zones. The area is separately heated and c@olddrovidesus much
needed secure and clean temporary storggentuallywe will transformthis new spacato the new
Library and Archives.

HVAC PROJECT UPDATE:
A Robert Lloyd Sheet Metalteam as well as the stafhave made huge progress this month with ithéAC
renovations Below, left to right: Final piece of Drill Floor ductwork goes on the roof. Staff and volunteers
emptiedall collections storage roocsmand five rooms ifexhibits Prep. New sipport beams weriastalledin

the Main Collections $orageRoom.
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A Below, oncrete cutters pregndcarefullymake the holes for the future
ductwork At right, gpeningsin the roof and ceilingare cut formore rew units.




A Thebiggestnewsis that tie old boiler was shut dovand is grmanentlydecommissionedBelow at left,
dismantlingthe boilerhas begun (A gas lealensuedbut was resolved At right, the very first uniof the
ninenewclimate zoness brought onlinebringing heat to th®rill Floor (future main exhibit aregis When
units are first turned on, there canfbmesand smoke produced, but in this case, we were able to vent them
outside, rathr than into th space where so many artifacts are currdmdiyg stored. A total of three units
are nowonline andwvorking. Theyare in the process of being programmed and balanced. The other six
new zones remain without heat.
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A Below, the crew has been very carefully removitiglee old, cast irorheatingpipesfrom the uiIding
since he pipesstill containsomerusty water and a black sludge that staifibe pipes ardrained into
trashcans beforeeingcarried outside




A Below, more of the insulated heating pipesraraoved, and a huge pile is ready for recycling. A rgove
areas are on hold since asbestos insulation was fatmight, dd fan units ardeingremoved from
several areas tothis one from the Art Storage Room
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A Itis also extremely excitindnait the last six{VAC units have arrived and been placedlsroof andall
old roof top units have been removed.
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A Below left showsghe future library(former DAPS)emptied anatleaned It wasthentransformednto
temporary storage for all the rooms meeded to empty for the HVAC project continuatidrhis included
moving the archives (16 pallets of file cabinets), the McCarty Collection, amthgithe 1,00Qiece
uniform collectionagain.

A And finally, below ismore demolition of ceilings in thorth Wing. In thefi b e f phaotoeabright, you can
see one othe reasons whihe HVAC projectis so important. No more black soot will be coming out of the

ventilation system! \

Other Stuff:

A We continue to help with
research requests, witl2 this
month, such as:

o Which patch did my
father wear when he served in the Oregon National Guard B 195
butit is unknownwhat unit he was in
u Descendents of GoverndamesNithycombe, for whom Camp
Withycombe is namedequested he Ca mp 6 sthehi st ory and
circumstances of itsaming.

A Datalogger reporfghat enable us tmonitor temperature and relative
humidity, will resume once the new HVAC systems come online

A We greatly appreciate all offers @bnationsand ask that you hold onto
your items until we are able to properly review and accept them. We
have a temporary moratorium in place for new do
has created a lack of space and accetfgtoesources needed to properly process donations. We will be
publishing an updated donation list in the months ahead.

A Again, thank you for your support and interest!
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2012 CALENDAR / UPCOMING EVENTS:

A June 14 Oregon National GuardIP briefingevent at Brtland Air Basetable display.

June 26 Curator speaking at local chaptencheonof the Korean War Veterans Association.
July 2 Tour for Royal Rangers youth graup

July 21 Providing docerstfor static display vehicles for 367®BQ.

Aug 2024 NG MuseunTraining, Rapid City, SD, Mrs. Thoennes presenting two sessions
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