
              UPCOMING EVENTS, PLEASE JOIN US!  

May 17, 2012  

 Armed Forces Day at the State Capitol  

 Free public event showcasing the Oregon National Guard and celebrating Armed Force Day. 
 

 May 18, 2012   

 All -Star Salute to the Oregon Military  

 Dinner and auction fundraiser to benefit the Oregon Military Museumôs Capital Campaign  
 at the Oregon Golf Club, West Linn, Oregon.  Sponsored by the Historical Outreach Foundation. 
 For more information, please visit: http://allstarsalute.com 

 

 MAY 19, 2012      

 16
th

 Annual Living History Day at Camp Withycombe  

Americaôs military history comes alive through living historians and displays of military vehicles!  
Honoring all U.S. Veterans on Armed Forces Day.  Sponsored by the Military Vehicle Collectors 

Club of Oregon & Oregon Military Museum.  This is a FREE public event, hours are 9am to 5pm. 
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To learn more about the OMMôs capital campaign or to schedule a behind-the-scenes tour, please contact the 

Museum directly, or the Historical Outreach Foundation: 

 Alisha Hamel, Executive Director, 503-705-5965 

 Email:  HistoricOutreach@aol.com website:  www.historicaloutreach.com  

 

COMPLETE D: 

Á Thanks to DCSIM, four more phone issues are resolved.  

Á Databases were updated after completing inventories of the weapons collection, the Battery A Barn, and 

Building 6520 (shop).  

Á Kathleen Daly, as an Oregon Museum Association board member, attended the quarterly OMA board 

meeting in Salem.  She also attended the Portland-area museum professionalsô first bi-monthly brown-bag 

luncheon.  Area registrars and collections managers met at the Oregon Nikkei Endowment, and received a 

complete tour of the facility.  

Á Met with SPC Cory Grogan, Public Affairs Office photographer, to document details of numerous donated 

images, as part of the cataloguing process. 

Á Met with and toured the group that created and maintains the Korean War Veterans Memorial in 

Wilsonville. 

Á Spent a day with the new Historical Outreach Foundation fundraiser, Helen Gundlach, regarding the 

Museum and the capital campaign. 

Á Met with a representative of the local chapter of the U.S. Navy veteranôs group, Women Accepted for 

Voluntary Emergency Service (WAVES).  

Á Met with a new potential library volunteer, who retired after 30+ years as a librarian at Portland State 
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University.  More volunteer recruiting and potential partnerships will commence in the coming months! 

Á Resolved issues found during an annual fire alarm system inspection.  Thank you State Shop!! 

Á Located the James Dietz painting of the 41
st
 Jungleers at the Armed Forces Reserve Center, and delivered it 

to a framer in Salem.  

Á Processed several recent, important artifacts.  Additionally, we digitally photographed each object inside of 

the newly acquired Brigadier General Owen Summers scrapbook, which included the sheet music, ñMarch 

of the 2nd Oregon,ò in order to provide copies to the 234
th
 Band.  See ñRecent Collections Highlightsò on 

page 5 below.   

 

PENDING:  

Á ñEveryone has a story.  What is yours?ò  A press release has announced our new project to gather Oregon 

military stories, for inclusion in the new Museum.  We are asking Oregon veterans and their family 

members to share their memorable military stories with us (500 words or less, please).  Entries should 

include the branch and dates of service, and highest rank.  Please submit your stories by mailing them to the 

Museum, or emailing them to museuminfo@oregonmilitarymuseum.org.   

Á Our tentative opening date is still under consideration and is not yet firm, due to the duration of the HVAC 

remodel, but big progress was made again this month!  While the HVAC install continues, so does the 

moving of furniture, objects, and pallets to make way for workers and equipment, and to limit potential 

damage.  Staff time is also used to escort contractors when working in secure areas. 

Á Below, work on the drill floor (future Main Gallery) continued with the installation of an air return.  More 

rooftop heating/air conditioning units were lifted by crane into place, once the necessary framing for 

supporting the unitsô weight was completed.   

Á Below, the south wing hallway ductwork and some electrical work was completed after small amounts of 

asbestos were removed from previously hidden pipes.  Weather permitting, holes through the roof and 

ceilings are made to join the rooftop units to the ductwork.  After the wettest month of March on record, we 

look forward to a drier April! 
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Á In the Rifle Range (future Vault), old interior drains were removed, bringing more of the nasty tar 

particulate down.  Then, the new ducts were installed.  New support framing still needs to be completed in 

this area before this roof unit can be installed. 

Á Below, ductwork is installed in the old kitchen (future Temporary Exhibits Gallery) and in a south wing 

office.  Preparations for the roof unit above the womenôs restroom is readied.  

 

Á Below, the Classroomôs ductwork is being installed, as well as sound-

dampening insulation.  Below right, a new wall to support the roof top unit gets drywall. 

Á We have reopened the Portland State University intern search (unfortunately, our recent candidate resigned 

for health reasons).  Ms. Daly continues processing OMM archives materials until a new intern is on board.  

 



Á The Oregon Military Departmentôs Energy Manager and Resource Efficiency Manager have been in 

discussions with lighting designers and the Energy Trust of Oregon regarding the design, LED product, and 

installation of track lighting in the Main Exhibit Gallery.  There will be a site visit on April 9.  Our sincere 

thanks to these folks for helping us realize solutions for this very important preservation requirement. 

Á Work is underway to prepare for our soft opening exhibits.  We are conducting extensive research and 

creating the first draft of text.  So far, we have identified more than 40 macroartifacts:  from the 6-Pounder 

Civil War era field gun to a World War I Salmson aircraft engine, from the 1918 Liberty Truck to the 

versatile amphibious ñDUKW,ò and from paratroopsô D-day 

folding bicycle to an F-4ôs 20mm SUU cannon, to name just a few. 

Á New roof leaks were found in the Museum and quickly repaired.  

They appeared in locations with no previous history of leaking.  

Daily monitoring continues.  

Á Following up with donors who have not signed their Deed of Gift 

forms and with the five last outstanding loan renewals.  

Á Once the weather gets better, we will be revisiting compound space 

cleanup, removing excess items through the State Surplus process.  

Á Preparing for a physical security inspection.  We have been 

reviewing that all requirements have been met, and required forms 

and documentation are current.  

Á Working on an Owen Summerôs display case for the conference 

room in the Summers Headquarters Building in Salem.  

Á Preparing for the NGB EPAS environmental inspection. 

Á As time permits, we continue clean-up of the PastPerfect database from the many conversions that have 

occurred. 

Á Museum staff is currently working on an SOP for collecting, cataloguing and maintaining the large amounts 

of digital materials recently acquired. 

Á Staff is also working with the Air Guardôs Explosive Ordnance Disposal unit to prepare for the eventual 

transfer of hundreds of artifacts to the Museum.  

Á Shop volunteers are restoring our Japanese Type 91 howitzer (105mm).  

It has been determined that its original color is a mustard yellow, not 

the typical dark taupe found on many Japanese artillery pieces.  

  

 

JUST BY THE NUMBERS:  

Á Total artifact donations since January 1, 2012:      11  

Á Number of objects processed so far in these donations:  18 

Á Total Library and Archives donations since January 1, 2012:   6 

Á Library and Archives donations this period:     2 

Á Research Requests this period:     11 

 

  



RECENT COLLECTIONS  HIGHLIGHTS  

Please note:  We have a temporary moratorium in place on 

new donations due to the renovationôs dust and dirt.  The 

project has created a lack of space and access to the 

resources needed to properly process donations.   

We greatly appreciate all offers, and ask that 

you hold onto the items until we are able to properly 

review and accept them.  

 

Á A few months ago, Owens Summers, great grandson of 

Oregon National Guard founder Brigadier General Owen 

Summers, sent us the Generalôs scrapbook / photo album on 

loan.  We are working on digitizing the scrapbooks contents.   

Below are just a few of the hundreds of images, clippings, and 

documents that tell BG Summersô history.   

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Á Another treasure trove donation is the 400 color slides from the son of a medic who served in the 162
nd

 

Regiment of the 41
st
 Infantry Division in World War II, from 1940 to 1945.  These include rare color 

images of the Japanese Type 95 Ha-Go tanks from the Battle of Biak.  Here are just a few images: 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


